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Rochester, Myrna Bell, and Eileen M. Angelini, eds. Molière: L'École des femmes. Newburyport (MA): Focus Student Editions, 2006. ISBN 1-585101540. Pp. 166. 

This volume is the second in a series of texts for French language students exposing them to great works of French literature. Written entirely in French, the text includes clear and well organized information about the author's life and his work, as well as explanations about important characteristics specific to seventeenth-century theater such as unités and bienséances. Before the play begins, readers are provided with useful information to guide them through reading this classical work of literature. Included in this section is a short discussion on la question féminine, le comique, and other topics related to the author's style and ideas. Readers will also find detailed information about the alexandrin, typical seventeenth-century vocabulary used in the play, as well as an indispensable review of the imperfect-and pluperfect of the subjunctive. The editors suggest that before reading any play by Molière, readers watch a live or recorded performance in order to have a deeper appreciation and understanding of the text, and to get the full effect of what the comique is like as a genre. Finally, readers are provided with a historical timeline of the seventeenth-century, so that they can situate the play in its appropriate historical and literary contexts.

The play itself is given in its entirety, and is accompanied by an excellent French-to-French lexicon, enabling readers to understand outdated vocabulary without having to consult a French-English dictionary. Following the play, a number of activities are suggested to help readers follow the progression of the play and to understand Molière's message(s). These activities include multiple choice questions (with answer key), reading comprehension questions, and other questions for further exploration. Additionally, readers are encouraged to examine other plays by Molière as well as by other authors and to compare them in terms of their styles and genres. Bibliographical references include books and articles about Molière and his work, sources for the play studied here, other important works of the seventeenth century, a list of recordings of Molière's plays and other movies which deal with the seventeenth century in France, and a few Web sites on Molière and his work. The volume concludes with a list of useful vocabulary to help students discuss plays. This volume is very clear and is written in simple yet accurate French. The book is straightforward and I would recommend it for intermediate level French language classes or beginning literature classes. Students in a course on Molière will benefit from the lexique and the notes within the text, but for more in-depth understanding of Molière's style and purpose, the questions in the back of the book will need to be supplemented with more thorough analytical materials.
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